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7QUICKIES
     You’re driving down the street, and 
flashing red and blue lights appear in your 
rear view mirror. Time to get pulled over, or 
as the police call it a  
“traffic stop.” 
You were probably speeding or forgot to put 
your headlights on. Thank your personal 
deity that you haven't had a drink. You sink 
in your seat—the night just went from great 
to horrible.
Meanwhile—in the car behind you—
someone like ISU Police Officer Anthony 
Greiter puts on his brights to make sure 
you’re the only one in the car. He turns his 
tires to the left in case you drive off and he 
needs to make a getaway. 
Then he gets out of his car, uncertain of 
whether he will survive the encounter.
“We’re approaching an unknown vehicle,” 
Greiter says. “We don't know what's inside, 
we don't know who’s inside. It's actually  
one of the more dangerous things we do in 
our job.”
Being pulled over is a two-person 
experience, and while most people know 
what it’s like to be pulled over, it’s hard for 
many to understand what police have to  
go through.
“My goal at the end of every day is to go 
home—my goal is to go home alive and 
well,” says Greiter.
As fellow ISU Police Officer Keith Varner 
says, “every traffic stop is different.” 
Sometimes he just pulls someone over 
and they talk. Other times, he has to chase 
drivers into the woods. Once, Officer Varner 
had to chase down someone who ran into 
the wooded area by the Memorial Union and 
down into the brook.
“He tries to crawl out of the creek and 
comes right at me. I pull my taser out, point 
it at him, and I told him to get the ground,” 
Varner explains. “At first he didn't want to 
listen to me. Luckily, I was able to talk him 
out of the creek, up on to some level ground 
and get him handcuffed.”
like looking underneath the seat, going 
through the glovebox or reaching into the 
back seat signals to an officer that you may 
be looking for a gun or hiding drugs. 
Other times, it’s more innocent.
“The driver was speeding and his wife 
was pregnant—in labor—and they were 
were making their way to the hospital,” 
says Greiter. He immediately called an 
ambulance that made it in time to take them 
to the hospital, letting them off the hook.
Luckily, Ames isn’t a big city with crime 
running rampant, which allows Ames police 
to be more personal during a traffic stop. 
Don’t be afraid to ask questions—it’s best to 
understand what is going on.
“It’s like when you go to the doctor and don’t 
ask what your symptoms mean,”  
says Varner. 
However, don't try and make what Greiter 
calls “entertaining excuses.” Once when 
a person failed the breathalyzer test, his 
excuse was he ate an entire bottle of Jack 
Daniel’s BBQ Sauce.
If you do think the police officer is harassing 
you because of your gender or race, Ames 
police has a very thorough system of 
accountability. All traffic stops are video 
recorded and officers in Ames wear audio 
recorders as well. It’s all archived, and if 
someone complains to the Ames Police 
Department, four different high-ranked 
officers review the audio and video. 
Now comes the bad part: getting the ticket 
or warning citation. A warning citation is 
just that—a warning. No fines, and your 
record stays clean. Ames Police gave out 
a combined 4,761 citations and warning 
citations in 2014—about 37 percent of them 
were warning citations.
“My goal when I make a traffic stop is to alter 
behavior. When I think a behavior is going to 
be changed with a warning, that’s all I need 
to do,” says Greiter. 
So you get a verbal warning, the officer says 
goodnight, and you both drive away safe 
and sound. You may even want to thank the 
officer when all is said and done.
Behind the Badge
Getting pulled over is a two-sided experience
There are areas where there are more 
accidents than others; police call them 
“target areas.” When a target area is 
identified, more policemen will be placed 
there. These places include several 
intersections on Duff and Lincoln Way.
The Ames Police Department often posts 
on social media ahead of time as to where 
police will be. They try to pull people over in 
a safe and well-lit area so both you and the 
officer feel comfortable.  
When the police approach a car, they 
look for suspicious actions called “furtive 
movement” before they reach the car. Things 
“Once when a 
person failed the 
breathalyzer test, 
his excuse was he 
ate an entire bottle 
of Jack Daniel’s 
BBQ Sauce.”
The Ames Police Department allows citizens to go on 
ride-alongs. During this ride-along an officer pulled 
over a vehicle for a problem with their taillight.
Thinks working for their parents 
is an “internship”
Is “so changed” by their 
experience abroad
Tells people about their workout
Takes credit for someone  
else’s joke
Buys a pet and then gives  
it back
Eats Panda Express in class
Is a loud typer
Spoils a TV show on purpose
Brags about how little sleep  
they got
Uses “bikini” and “body” in the 
same sentence
Wears a cut-off bro tank (no one 
needs to see your nipple hair)
Is gluten-free by choice
Assigns homework during  
dead week
Doesn’t use a turning signal
Is an employee of ISU Parking
Puts an apostrophe on all  
plural word’s
DON’T  
BE THE 
PERSON  
WHO
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     Interesting words with different meanings 
that you may have been unaware of from 
around the world.
Dog: 
We all know what a dog is. Man’s best 
friend. The loyal, Frisbee-fetching canine 
companion. Pot-smoking rapper who spells 
it with two g’s. Even “dawgs” are meant as 
your buddies. This is in America, however. 
In places like Egypt, China, India and many 
others, this is meant as an insult and a 
derogatory term. In Egypt, calling  
someone a “dog” (or kelb in Arabic) is 
calling them “dirty” or “filthy”, as they were 
considered this before domestication. 
However, this is a country that still holds cats 
in a higher regard. 
Thongs:  
When you think of thongs, you may picture 
lacy, sexy underwear with a g-string passing 
through the buttocks, typically worn by 
women (and men). Down Under, however, 
thongs aren’t as arousing. In Australia, 
“thongs” are sandals or what we and the New 
Zealanders would call “flip-flops”—with the 
thong part splitting the first and second toe.
Bae:  
Today in America, “bae” is used as a term 
of endearment by puberty-stricken teens 
and in songs by Pharrell Williams, meaning 
“sweetheart” or “baby.” The sad—yet 
humorous—reality is that the Danes don’t 
use this word in a sweet and loving way. 
In fact, people in Denmark use it for the 
opposite. In Danish “bæ” means “poop”—or 
a more explicit way of saying the equivalent 
to “shit” here in America.
Pissed:  
This one can have a few different meanings. 
In America, t o be “pissed off” is to be mildly 
annoyed or frustrated about something. The 
verb “to piss” or that you “pissed” is to pee. 
For example, “Husbands don’t leave the seat 
up after they piss; otherwise their wives will 
be pissed.” Glad we covered that. Across the 
pond though, this isn’t what it means. In the 
U.K. “pissed” is a term for being “drunk” or 
“intoxicated.” Another way it’s used is for 
teasing and making jokes, called “taking the 
piss.” For example, “The guys were so pissed 
after a night out at the bar, and a lot  
of them were taking the piss out of George 
that night.”
Heffer/Heifer:  
The term “heifer” comes from Old English 
but still lingers in parts of the American 
Midwest and in other countries such as 
New Zealand and Canada. In environments 
such as certain farms or in the country, 
“heifer” is used as a noun for a young baby 
calf under the age of three, or it can be used 
as an adjective, meaning “full of health” 
and “a young cow.” But if you find yourself 
in somewhere such as New Jersey, you’ll 
be on the wrong end of a whip-like slap to 
the face or a devastating uppercut. “Heffer” 
here is used as an insult and means “hefty” 
or “large.” It’s similar to calling a woman a 
cow—just don’t do it.
Knocked Up:  
This also differs in meaning depending on 
whether you find yourself in the United 
States or the United Kingdom. While it 
is widely accepted by Americans as “to 
impregnate” or “get pregnant,” The British 
refer to this term as “woken up” although it’s 
commonly used as a term for “banging on 
someone’s door” and “doing what you can 
with what you have.” For example, “I was 
pretty low on food but I knocked up a few 
condiments and some noodles to make a 
somewhat edible dinner.”
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